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OVERVIEW

Environmental destruction is perhaps the greatest contemporary threat to human civilization. Historically Christians have been among the worst polluters. This presentation highlights the internal resources that Christianity can draw on to become a global force for the preservation and healing of nature, rather than an ideological foundation for the continued abuse of it. Christian commitment to creation care need not siphon energy away from evangelism. It can actually increase the credibility of the Gospel and also provide opportunities for building partnerships and personal relationships with environmentally concerned unbelievers.
GLOBAL ANXIETY ABOUT DEGRADATION OF OUR NATURAL WORLD


1.
Pollution (Air, Water, Soil) and Related Health Concerns


2.
Decline in Bio-Diversity, Extinction of Species


3.
Unsustainable Levels of Consumption, Diminishing Natural Resources


4.
Climate Change

A TEST FOR THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS

It is widely recognized now that any solution to the global ecological crisis will require a deep “spiritual” component. And so the challenge is being directed to each of the world’s religions: Tell the world what you have to offer in the face of the current environmental crisis. What is there in your religious tradition, in your beliefs, in your ethical system, that could generate a positive contribution? From now on every religion on earth will be tested according to its spiritual contribution to the human care and welfare of the earth.
CHRISTIANITY’S ECOLOGICAL TRACK RECORD


1.
Dominion Theology


2.
Other-Worldliness

3.
Apocalyptic Eschatology


4.
“Species-ism”

MORE RECENT CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES


1.
God the Creator-Redeemer Is Green 


2.
Humans Are to Be Stewards

3.
Humans Are Earthlings


4.
Preserving the Witness of Nature (Psalm 19:1; Rom. 1:18-21)

5.
Future Vision of a Restored Earth (Rom. 8:19-22)

LIVING AHEAD OF THE CURVE 
Christians are called to behave now as though the Kingdom of God has already come in its fullness. We are to introduce the future into the present. 
A CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY OF CREATION CARE

Spirituality is about living all of life before God, that is, in God’s welcomed presence and attuned to God’s disposition and voice. Spirituality touches the heart as well as the head. 


1.
Contentment


2.
Compassion

3.
Wonder


4.
Hope

EVANGELISM AND CREATION CARE


1.
Evangelism and Creation Care as Partners, Not Competitors


2.
Creation Care Makes the Gospel More Credible


3.
Creation Care Activities Connect Christians to Environmentally Concerned Unbelievers
CONCLUSION
In the past Christians have been attracted to the idea of imitating the power of God for their own advantage. In the face of the environmental crisis, it is becoming increasingly clear that Christians are called instead to imitate the heart of God. And it turns out that the heart of God is actually very green.
Christian commitment to creation care need not siphon energy away from evangelism. It can actually increase the credibility of the Gospel and also provide opportunities for building partnerships and personal relationships with environmentally concerned unbelievers.
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SELECTED CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS:

Environmental Initiatives Rooted in Christian Convictions

A Rocha International

http://www.arocha.org/
Au Sable Institute for Environmental Studies

http://www.ausable.org/
Blessed Earth

www.blessedearth.org
Evangelical for Social Action/Evangelical Environmental Network (EEN)

www.creationcare.org  and www.whatwouldjesusdrive.org
The John Ray Initiative: Connecting the Environment, Science, and Christianity

http://www.jri.org.uk/
Plant With Purpose (formerly Floresta)

www.plantwithpurpose.org
IMPORTANT EVANGELICAL DOCUMENTS
Climate Change: An Evangelical Call to Action (2006) from the Evangelical Climate Initiative (ECI)
www.npr.org/documents/2006/feb/evangelical/calltoaction.pdf 

Lausanne Conference: An Evangelical Commitment to a Simple Lifestyle (1980)

http://www.lausanne.org/all-documents/lop-20.html
A Southern Baptist Declaration on the Environment and Climate Change (2008)
http://www.baptistcreationcare.org/node/1
PAGE  
1

